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THE WHITE HOU SE

INTERVIEW OF THE PRESIDENT BY MR,
DAVID BRINKLEY AND MR. CHET HUNTLEY
FOR THE HUNTLEY-BRINKLEY REPORT,
THE PRESIDENT'S OFFICE, WASHINGTON,
D.C., SEPTEMBER 9, 1963 =

THE PRESIDENT: On the whole, I think this cpu'xritry has dofie an~outstanding
job. A good many countries today are free that would not be frée. Com-
muniem's’ gains since 1945 in spite of chaos and poverty have been limited, and
I think the balance of power still rests with the West, and I think it can in-
crease our strength if we make the tight'décisions this year, economically
here at home and in the field of foreign policy. Two matters that we have
been talking about are examples of that, One is the tax cut which effects our
economic growth, which effects the whole movement of this country internally;
the Test Ban Treaty which effects our security abroad and our leadership.
‘That is why I think itis very important that the Senate pass it. Youknow the
old story that who prepares for battle that the trumpet blows an uncertain
sound. Well, I think that if the United States Senate rejected that treaty after
the Government has committed itself to it, the sound from the United States
around the world would be very uncertain. ‘

MR, HUNTLEY: Mr. President, in respect to our difficulties in South Viet
Nam, could it be that our government tends occasionally. to get locked into .
a policy or an attitude and then finds it difficult to alter or shift that policy?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, that is true. I think in the case of South Viet Nam
we have been dealing with a government which is in control, has been in
control for 10 years, In addition, we have felt for the last two years that

the struggle against the communists was going better. Since June, however,
the difficulties with the Buddhists, we have been concernad about a deteriora=
tion, particularly in the Saigon area, which hasn’t been felt greatly in the out=
lying areas but may spread, So we are faced with the problem of wanting to
protect the area against the communists. On the other hand, we have to deal
with the government there. That produces a kind of ambivalence in our ef~
forts which exposes us to some criticism. We are using our influence to per-
suade the government there to take those steps which will win back support.
That takes some time and we must be patient, we must persist.

MR, HUNTLEY: Are we likely to.reduce our aid to South Viet Nam now?

TEE PRESIDENT: I don't think : we think that would be helpful at this time.
If you reduce your aid, it is possible you could have some effect upon the
government structure there. On the other hand, you might have a stiuation
which could bring about a collapse, Strongly in our mind is what happened

in the case of China.at the end of World War II, where China was lost, a weak
government became increasingly unable to control events, We don't want that.

MR. BRINKLEY: Mr, President, have you had any reason to doubt this so-
called '"Domino Theory", that if South Viet Nam falls, the rest of Southeast
Asia will go behind it?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I believe it. I believe it. I think that the struggle is
close enough, China is so large, looms so high just beyond the frontiers,
that if South Viet Nam went, it'would not only give them an improved geo-
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graphic posxtmn for.a guerilla assault on, Malaya, but would also give the
impression that the wave of the future in Southeast As1a was Cnma and the
“communists, "So6 I beliéve it,

MR. BRINKLEY: In the last 48 hours: there have been a great many conflicting
reports from there about what thé CIA was up to, Can you give us any en-
lightenment on it? :

THE PRESIDENT: 'Né; I

MR, HUNTLEY Does the CIA tend to make 1ts own pohcy? That seems to be.
the debate here.

THE PRESIDENT: No, that is the irequent charge but that isn't so, IMr. Mc-
Cone, head of the CIA, sits in the National oecur1ty Councﬂ We have had a
number of meet:ngs in the past few days about events in South Viet Nam., Mr,
McCone part1c1pated in every one, and the CiA coordmates its efforts with the
State Department and the Defense Department

" MORE

Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/07/05 : CIA-RDP80M01009A000100050055-4



7 A A ¥,
. Ry ’

“Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/07/05 CIA-RDP80M01009A000100050055-4

>

MR. BRINKLEY With so much of our Preguge, money, . sc on, committed
in South Viet Nam, why can't we’ exerc1se a‘ihttle more influence there, .
Mr. Pres:dent? : - o

THE PR_ESIDENT ‘We have some 1nfluen e,’ We have some influence, and
we are.attempting to- carry it out. ' I thihk’ évég;don't -- we can't expect
these countries to do everything the way, we. want to do them. They have
their own interest, their own persona.hnes,f, heir own tradition. We can't
make everyone in our unage, and there areva :good many people who don't
want to.go.in our.image. In addition, we have ‘ancient struggles between
countries, + In the;case of India and Pakxstan, we ‘would like to have them
settle:Kashmix. - That is our view of the’ best wawto defend thé
subcontxgent against communism, But that struggle between, Incha and
Pakigfan'is.more important to a good many people-in that area than the
.struggle:against the communists, We would like to ‘have Cambod1a,
Thailand-and.South Viet Nam all in harmony, but thé're are anc1ent
d1f£erent:es there. We can't make the world over, but wé can influence the
world, The fact of the matter is that with the assistance of the United
States, SEATO, Southeast Asia and indeed all of Asia has been maintained
independent against a powerful force, the Chinese Communists. What I
am, concerned about is that Americans will get 1rnpat1ent and say because
they don't like events in Southeast Asia or they don't like the government
in Saigon, that we should withdraw. That only makes it easy for ‘the
communists. I think we should stay. We should use our influence in as
effective a way as we can, but we should not withdraw.

MR, HUNTLEY: Someone ca.lied the. Civil Rights issue in 1964, I think, the
fear of the political unknown, Would you agree? .

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I think that what they are wonde nng is what
effect this will have, whether the North, which has supported Civil R1ghts
in the past, will continue to support it. I think they will. I think the bill
we put in is a reasonable bill, and I think that my judgment is. that we will
not divide this country politically into Negroes and whites. That would be
a fatal mistake for a society which should be as united as ours is. I

think it should be divided, in other words, Republicans and Democra.ts,
but not by race. ) . .

MR, HUNTLEY: But in the Coﬁgress, do you see the issue;c'ofdiné :down,
to a full scale test of strength or do you see it ending in a compromise ?

THE PRESIDENT: We don't start off with a comprornis.e.v I hope it is going
to pass as close to the form in which we sent it up as possible.

MR, BRINKLEY: Do you plan to see President Tito this Fall, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I don'‘t know. It would depeﬂ‘d in part, and there
are other presidents who will be coming to the United Nations, and I would
expect to see most of them,

MR. BRINKLEY: Mr, President, Har.yy Truman was out for his walk this
morning and he said he did not think we should have a tax cut until we get the
budget balanced, and the other day Senator Humphrey was saying in the
Senate that what the American people think is true is very often more
important than what actually is true. In view of all that, what do you think
about cutting taxes while the budget is still in deficit?

THE PRESIDENT: The reason the government is in deficit is because
you have more than four million people unemployed, and because the last
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five'years you have, had ra.ﬂier a sluggzsh g‘rowth ‘thuck’ slower than any -
other Western country. " I'am'in favoz‘ of a tax cut'because I am concerned that
if we don't get the tax cut that we are going to have an increase’in™ - -
unemployment and that we may move into a period of economic downturn.

We had a recession in '58, a recéssion in 1960, We have done’ pretty ‘well
since thén, but we still have over four million unemployed “I'think this

tax cut can give the stimulus to our economy over the’ next tw “ér three
years. I think it will prowde for greater natxonal wea.lth ‘Tthink it will
reduce unemployment, I think it will" strengthen our gold pos1t1on. Sol

think that the proposal we made is respons1ble and in the’ best interests of
the country, Otherwise, if we don't get the tax cut, I would thmk that our
prospects are much less certain., Iithink the Federal Reserve Board has
indicated that. 1964 is going to be an yncertain time if we don't get the

tax cut. I think that to delay it to 1964/would be’ very'unwase. I think our
whole experience in the late '50's shows us how nécéssar and'desirable it is.
My guess is that if we can get the tax cut with the stnnulus it-will give to the
economy, that we will get our budget m hlance quf ker than we will if we
don't have it. J

MR, HUNTLEY: The affirmative eg:ononnc response to Britain's tax cut -
seemed to be almost immediate, Would it be as 1mmed1a.te in this country, K
do you think?

THE PRESIDENT: I think it would be. Interestingly enough, the British
came forward with their tax cut in Apnl, passed it within a month, they
have experienced economic beneﬁtp from it. Unemployment has been
substantially reduced. They have a Iarger deficit than we do. Yet the
only criticism was that it wasn't enough Nearly every economist has
supported us. I think it is in the best economm interests of the country,
unless this country just wants to drag along. have five or six million
people unemployed, have profits reduced, have economic prospects, have
our budgets unbalanced by a much larger proportion., The largest
unbalanced budget in the history of this ¢ountry was in 1958 because of the
recession, twelve and a half billion dollars, The fact of the matter is that,
of course, government expenditures do go up in every Administration, but
the country's wealth goes up, President Eisenhower spent $185 billion
more than President Truman. But the country was much more wealthier.
It is much wealthier now than it was in the last year of Fresident
Eisenhower's Administration. I think our economic situation can be very
good, I think what we have proposed is a responsible answer to a problem-
which has been part of our economic life for five or six years, and that is
slack, failure to grow sufficiently, relatively high uhemploymen t. If you -
put that together with the fact that we have to find 35,000 new jobs a week,
I think the situation in this country calls for a tax reduction this year.

MR. HUNTLEY: Thank you, Mr. President,

222

Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/07/05 : CIA-RDP80M01009A000100050055-4

= »



